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Car-Ni Fair 2009 

ñThe 5th Annual Car-Ni-Fair held at Shriners Hospital for Children in Los Angeles was a complete 

Success! A total of 1400 guests comprised of hospital patients, their families, the Los Angeles and 

Compton School districts attended the event. Author Pamela Anderson read to the children, Super 

Hero ñThe Rhymatistò, Magic Castle Magician ñAlfonsoò, and Master Puppeteer Penelope Torribio encouraged 

laughter and smiles through their performances. Star Wars and Captain Jack Costume Characters entertained 

the children while the aroma of cotton candy, popping corn and other yummy food seeped into a carnival 

setting. This fun-filled day highlights the mission of Car-Ni-Fair-ñEd-U-Tain-Mentò.  Car-Ni-Fair opens the door 

for dreams, hope and the importance of education.  Each Child received a free brand new book/CDs (valued 

between $15.00 and $30.00)  estimating the book giveaway to Car -Ni-Fair children to be over $58,000.00 ! 

For more information about Car-Ni-Fair or to see how you can help us help children read...visit  

 www.car-ni-fair.com . 
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U.S. Student Video Contest for $1000 Prize:  

Parent Driven Schools Offers a Tool to Help You Win! 

 

On September 8, President Barack Obama called on the nation's students to take greater responsibility for 
their education. Now, the US Department of Education is challenging Americaôs students to dream big 
educational and career dreams for themselves, and to think about how they plan to reach their dreams.  
The Department of Education has launched the ñI Am What I Learnò video contest, and will award students 
with the best ideas a $1000 prize to use for their education, or however they would like. U.S. Department of 
Education Secretary Duncan said. ñThis video contest is an opportunity for young people to share their stories 
about where their education and career training can take them. é I encourage parents, schools and 
communities to play a strong role in their stories by being accountable for forming stronger partnerships that 
guide students to their goals.òA nationwide education nonprofit, Parent Driven Schools, is taking up that 
challenge of supporting students in the formation of educational goals, and in turning student dreams into 
reality. 
Parent Driven Schools has created a self-assessment tool that will give students an edge in this contest, and 
an edge in their academic and work careers. Called the IAM, this tool is designed to help students better 
understand their own  unique combination of skills, interests, potential, challenges, and opportunities in order 
to empower them in setting and reaching educational goals. The IAM can be found online at http://
www.parentdrivenschools.com/iam.htm. 
 
 
Contest submissions are due on November 2. The Department of Education will narrow winning entries down 
to 10 finalists, and the public will choose the top three, each of whom will receive a monetary prize. Winners 
will be announced the week of December 1. For more information on the contest, go to http://www.ed.gov/
iamwhatilearn/index.html . If students mention the IAM in their video, Parent Driven Schools will feature the 
video on their web site as well.  
Parent Driven Schools is a nationwide nonprofit program that empowers and supports students and their 
parents by providing resources  to support  the unique learning needs of each student. Follow Parent Driven 
Schools at www.parentdrivenschools.com, on Facebook at Parent Driven Schools, and on Twitter 
@PDSparentdriven. 
 

Kathleen Bowers 

Communications Manager 

Parent Driven Schools 

800.893.6199  toll free  

www.parentdrivenschools.com  

http://www.ed.gov/iamwhatilearn/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/iamwhatilearn/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 
I think I have the best job in the world! As a childrenõs author, I get to work with kids--all 

kinds of kids--pretty much 24/7. I get to have great discussions with students during my school visits. I get to work with 

talented young authors during my Young Writersõ Conferences. And I get to share some of their most personal (and sometimes 

painful) experiences through the personal essays they send me for my essay contest. 

And the best part of my job is reading the letters I receive from my readers. I want to 

share just a few of these wonderful notes with you and I think youõll understand why I have the best job in the world! 

 

 

òEver since I entered your writing contest, I have had more confidence than ever! I have 

submitted my writing to many different websites and magazines, and my poem is even going to be published by Creative 

Communications! Now I believe I can do anything as long as I work hard and do my best.ó 

Thank you, 

Christina 

 

 

òI want to thank you for providing me an opportunity to practice my writing as well as 

encouraging me to explore myself in a new way. Iõve learned a lot about right and wrong from writing my essay. Iõve realized 

that sometimes doing the right thing may be difficult and may not seem to benefit you, but in the end, it will pay off. (I got a 

100% on my science test by working hard and studying). Iõve also drawn the conclusion that knowing and doing what is morally 

right makes you a stronger and more respectable person. Thanks for the inspiration and could you please give me a few tips 

about being successful at writing?ó 

Thanks so much! 

Aglaia 

 

 

I just finished reading Dare to Dream: 25 Extraordinary Lives and it was wonderful! It 

greatly inspired me to take more action instead of just sitting around. I hope to be like one of them one day. Well, thanks again 

and have a nice summer! 

Linda 

 

 

I am Ruhee from India. I am 6 years old and love to write poems and stories. Can I send them to you? What kind of poems and 

stories do u like? 

Thank You! 

Ruhee 

 

òI just got your book and your note today and I will treasure them with me till I grow up. 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

Megan 

 

 

We childrenõs writers write to hopefully touch the life of a child, and if weõre truly blessed, 

perhaps weõll touch more than one child. I believe that each of us in our own way can touch the 

life of a child and make the world just a little better for everyone! 

Sandra McLeod Humphrey Retired Clinical Psychologist and Childrenõs Author 
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